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ANNOUNCING THE INTERNATIONAL HEARING CARE TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

Helping to reach millions of underserved children 

and adults around the world while creating jobs
 
Tampa Bay, FL, February 7, 2012 – Hearing loss ranks as one of the leading contributors to the global burden of disease.  World Health Organization (2005) estimates that 278 million individuals, or 5% of the population worldwide have disabling hearing loss (>40 dB HL).  When including mild hearing loss, the estimates rise to 642 million (WHO, 2006). Of those with hearing loss, 75% reside in developing countries where services are non-existent or severely limited.  Permanent bilateral hearing loss is estimated to affect 798,000 newborns annually; of which 90% reside in developing countries (Olusanya & Newton, 2007).

When considering how to address the global burden of hearing loss, there is a need to expand the hearing health services in developing countries.  In response to this need, The American Institute of Continuing Medical Education (AICME) has partnered with The University of New England – College of Osteopathic Medicine (UNECOM) and developed the International Hearing Care Technician (IHCT) Certificate Program.  The aim is to build sustainable programs by establishing local solutions thus building long-term capacity. 

“We’ve developed a web-based international program that provides Education without Boundaries”, said Richard E. Gans, Ph.D., Founder of AICME and a past President of the American Academy of Audiology.  “This program facilitates global, digital/web-based training to individuals who will in turn help professional providers reach the estimated millions of underserved children and adults in developing countries with hearing and equilibrium disorders and enhance the local economy by the creation of new jobs.”  

Certificates will be provided by The University of New England – College of Osteopathic Medicine, ranked 7th in Primary Care and 19th in Geriatric Medicine nationwide by the 2012 U.S. News & World’s Report.  To earn an IHCT certificate, the candidate must successfully complete 21 clock hours of online courses. 

According to James W. Hall III, Ph.D., world-renowned audiology educator and Section Director of the IHCT Certificate Program, “Courses are taught in English and Spanish by an international faculty, with more languages to follow. Once their certificate is granted, the individual will work directly under the supervision, guidance and direction of audiologists, otolaryngologists, or qualified physicians.” 

The AICME is creating an international medical and scientific advisory board with an initial Steering Committee including:

· James W. Hall, III, Ph.D., IHCT Section Director, University of Florida

· Jackie Clark, Ph.D., University of Texas-Dallas

· Richard E. Gans, Ph.D., AICME, University of South Florida

· Herbert J. Silverstein, M.D., Silverstein Institute

AICME is seeking innovative partnerships with individuals, corporations, foundations, professional societies, faith-based groups, universities, and governments.  Through these partnerships, AICME is working to ensure all children and adults receive the proper hearing health services, while equipping communities with a sustainable solution and increased jobs.  To learn more about this exciting program, visit www.aicme.com/ihct to view a short informational video.
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